


  THE KEY 2010     1

Recently, the presidents of Canada’s five largest 
universities proclaimed that research and graduate 
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By Suzanne Charron-Violette

Children should be trusted to speak for themselves when it comes to 
assessing their quality of life and health. Nancy Young, Laurentian’s 
Canada Research Chair in Rural and Northern Children’s Health, and 

professor at Laurentian University’s School of Rural and Northern Health, strongly 
advocates giving children a prominent voice in research. She has been using a 
child-centric approach to research into children’s health since the 1990s.

In numerous studies, many national and international in 
scope, Young involves children directly, allowing them to 
self-report through carefully crafted surveys. Often, the 
children who are the focus of research are chronically ill. 
Yet they willingly assist research by sharing their personal 
perspectives on topics such as medical treatment and 
pharmaceuticals. 

Though the respondents are willing to participate, the 
language used in surveys can become a barrier in child 
and youth self-reporting – if improperly thought through. 



F

mineral        and    material         sciences       mineral        and    material         sciences      

Higher, faster, stronger – these are words commonly used to describe 
Olympic-level athletes. But researchers in Laurentian University’s 
trace element facility are talking in similar upbeat terms about a 

new machine and its potential to help the mining industry. 

In December 2009, Balz Kamber, (pictured above), a professor of E 
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Soon, Laurentian University will celebrate its 50th birthday. There 
will be many things to celebrate on that day, and not least of them, 
the coming of age of Laurentian as a research institution. We of-

fer six PhD programs and over 20 master’s degrees. In 2003, Laurentian 
University introduced its first PhD program. Following that, in 2008, Ryan 
Mailloux (biomolecular sciences) received the first earned doctorate from 
Laurentian. Today, we count a total of 
10 PhD graduates from the six doctoral 
programs that we currently offer. This 
is only one of the many ways that Lau-
rentian shows its maturity in research, 
development, and creativity.

We rank sixth in Canada in terms 
of research growth, according to 
the most recent data available from 
Research Infosource. We are northern 
Ontario’s research and science hub with 
notable expertise in areas such as the 
environment, mining, and health. From 
securing $9 million in 2003 to close to 
$20 million in 2008, Laurentian has come a long way. Our faculty members 
continue to succeed in obtaining highly competitive research funding. 
Often, the main beneficiaries of this funding are our graduate students who 
start as “researchers in training” and quickly become valued collaborators.  

In Laurentian’s strategic research plan, Laurentian University identifies five 

key areas of strength and interest, and we shine a light on each area in 
this issue of The Key. Dr. Balz Kamber has been awarded a CFI grant of 
$170,900 for his research in mineral exploration. When you come to the 
Sudbury campus, it is impossible to miss the Vale Inco Living with Lakes 
Centre, which is now under construction, and when complete in a few 
months, will be a premier centre for research in monitoring freshwater 

lakes. Dr. Diana Coholic does research 
in social work that will improve the 
lives of children in our communities, 
and has applications far beyond. 
Laurentian’s Canada Research Chair in 
Rural and Northern Health, Dr. Nancy 
Young, wants to ensure that rural and 
northern children will not be forgotten 
in research involving their own health 
and well-being. Diving into these pages, 
you learn the secrets of dark matter in 
the SNO laboratory, which is conducting 
internationally renowned research 2 
kilometres underground.

These activities and projects are possible through the many organizations 
and funding bodies that support leading-edge research at Laurentian 
University. We are pleased to acknowledge all the agencies and 
contributors (governmental agencies, foundations, and industry). We 
are proud that they have invested in our researchers – it is always a 
worthwhile investment.

By Patrice Sawyer


