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But considering that:

• �e responsibilities, privileges, and burdens associated with seeking research funding and 
academic positions (including doctoral positions) reserved for Indigenous persons should 
be accorded to only those with Indigenous identity. 

• Individuals who self-identify as Indigenous, especially in a research and academic context, 
have a responsibility to clearly articulate and declare their connections to established, 
legitimate Indigenous communities, thus con�rming their connection to family  
and community.

• Indigenous researchers and/or academics should be supported to commit their time and 
e�orts to guide, mentor, or supervise those who are Indigenous, if those students can ful�ll 
their self-identi�cation responsibilities as set out below. 

COMPONENTS AND COMMITMENTS OF RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 

Considering all of the above, we aim to provide plain language guidelines to assist discussions 
of assertions and claims of Indigenous identity, particularly in the academy. �ere is a growing 
practice of self-Indigenization and race-shi�ing creeping into these spaces and it is an abhorrent 
practice. An increasing number of non-Indigenous people are self-identifying as Indigenous for the 
sake of personal, professional, positional, and �nancial gain. 

We believe this protocol can begin the development of culturally appropriate, 
reciprocal, and transparent ways of ongoing engagement with Indigenous 
Peoples within the academy; and to pragmatically address claims of self-
Indigenization. 

Indigenous students commit to:

• Provide, in writing or orally, a declaration of their familial connections to community; 
• 



Even while researching us, colonial institutions appear to be committed to excluding Indigenous 
Peoples at every stage of the research development. 

In contrast, our labour is also in demand largely outside our communities. Indigenous Elders, 
knowledge keepers, community members, students, and academics are increasingly being asked to 
engage with Indigenous and non-Indigenous researchers. 

But other than self-declarations of Indigeneity, there are few requirements to 
explain how one is actually Indigenous in post-secondary institutions. 

In our current colonial moment, research on Indigenous peoples – and the university itself – is 
deeply implicated in the direction of every conceivable facet ensnared by settler public policy, 
running the gamut of the social, economic, and cultural. As is well known, the history of Indigenous 
public policy has been impelled by non-Indigenous priorities and conducted by non-Indigenous 
sources with the purposes of civilization, assimilation, or death. We are committed to the 
continuation of Indigenous life as determined by Indigenous Peoples.  
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