




3.4.1. Smudging and ceremonial practices are welcomed in non-designated areas of 

the university under the following guidelines: 

 

3.4.2. notice is given to Facilities Services detailing when and where smudging and 

ceremonial practices will be present in an otherwise restricted area to ensure 

that fire safety and ventilation systems are appropriately managed, and that it 

is an area deemed safe for smudging and ceremonial practices; 

 

3.4.3. the proposed events are otherwise in compliance with current legislation; 

 

3.4.4. where the University has an obligation to accommodate under the Ontario 

Human Rights Code, 1990; 

 

3.4.5. whereas the establishment and approval of designated smoking areas and 



5.3.1. In order to reduce the number of inquiries regarding the smell of smoke in 

buildings and in order to inform the appropriate departments (Facilities 

Services) that a smudge will be taking place, a process has been designed to 

ensure that the integrity of the ceremony is maintained. 

 

5.3.2. Whenever smudges and ceremonial practices are going to happen on campus, 

please use these protocols: 

 

5.3.2.1. Facilities Services must be notified at least 48 hours in advance of 

the ceremony so that the appropriate arrangements can be made 

which may include the shut-off of the smoke detectors. 

 

5.3.2.2. Notification is not required where permanent signage states that 

smudging may be occuring in designated areas such as the 

Indigenous Sharing and Learning Centre (ISLC).   

 

5.3.2.3. In designated areas without permanent signage, a notification sign 

must be visibly posted where the smudge or ceremonial practice 

will occur. 

 

5.3.2.4. Medicines will be burned in an earthen-ware bowl, large shell or 

other fire-proof bowl in small quantities at a time. 

 

5.3.2.5. At the end of the ceremony, an inspection must be made to ensure 

that the smudge is fully extinguished. 

 

5.3.2.6. A fire-extinguisher must be available at all times. 

 

 

6. RELATED LEGISLATION AND PROGRAMS 

 

6.1. Policy on Smoking and Vaping: 

https://intranet.laurentian.ca/policies/2016.Jun.17%20-%20Smoking%20Policy%20-

%20EN.pdf 

 

6.2. UNDRIPS Article : https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf 
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NOTICE OF 

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE
 

THIS ROOM IS TEMPORARILY BEING USED TO 

BKWENEZEGE (SMUDGE)

mailto:Indigenousprograms@laurentian.ca


 

 

LIST OF DEEMED CEREMONIAL PRACTICE AREA ς at present 

 

1. Indigenous Sharing and Learning Centre Round Room (P107) 

2. Indigenous Sharing and Learning Centre Elders Room (P106D) 

3. School of Education Round Room (SE110) 

 

Office of Academic and Indigenous Programs will collaborate with Facilities Services to identify 

additional spaces on campus that will be deemed areas that can be used for smudging and 

ceremonial practices. 

 

Notices do not have to be done for the deemed areas. 
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